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The refreshment department is in course of re-organ- 
ization; and new dining-rooms and smoking-rooms are 
being provided by the contractors with as much ex- 
pedition as their nature and extent will permit. The 
season tickets will be one uniform price, viz., one guinea, 
admitting to the Palace on all occasions and fetes ; but the 
directors have " reserved to themselves the power of with- 
holding the right of admission to the holders of these 
tickets on special days, not exceeding six in number 
during the year, should they find it for the interests of 
the company to do so for any additional fetes, or extra- 
ordinary attractions beyond those already announced." 
The season commences on the 1st of May. 

A new orchestra is in course of erection in the centre 
transept, which, besides being better adapted to the build- 
ing, will also be an acoustical improvement. 

The largest and purest gold nugget yet discovered will 
also be exhibited. It weighs l,743oz. 8dwt., and is of the 
computed value of £7,500. No less than £10,000 was 
offered for it at Melbourne. 

The collection of photographic views, by Messrs. 
Negretti and Zambra, photographers to the Crystal 
Palace, has received within the last few days some most 
interesting additions, being a large number of views taken 
immediately after the late earthquake in Naples. 

It will be seen from this short statement of the pro- 
gramme, that the attractions for the forthcoming season 
are of such a nature as to ensure the support and patronage 
of the public. 



TAXES ON KNOWLEDGE. 

At the ninth anniversary meeting of the Association 
for promoting the Repeal of the Taxes on Knowledge, 
Mr. Milner Gibson announced that he intended shortly to 
bring the subject of the Repeal of the Paper Duty before 
the House of Commons. The committee expressed a 
hope that their friends would use every exertion to obtain 
signatures to a petition to Parliament, for the purpose of 
furthering this most desirable object. Forms of petition 
may be obtained on application, either personally or by 
post, at the office of the Association, No. 10, Ampton- 
place, Gray's Inn-road. 

A deputation from the society, including Mr. M. Gibson > 
M.P., Mr.Bright, M.P., Mr. Ayrton, M.P., Mr. H. Ingram, 
M.P., Mr. Craufurd, M.P., Messrs. Collet (secretary), 
Wilson, Moore, and Elt, waited upon the Earl of Derby, 
on the 15th ult., to urge upon his Lordship the Repeal of 
the Paper Duty. A memorial was read, in which it was 
objected to the Paper Duty that it impeded instruction, 
hindered the extension of the manufacture, and was in- 
jurious to the revenue. In the second part of the me- 
morial, complaint was made of the enactments of the law 
under which persons establishing newspapers are required 
to give security for the payment of fines or penalties to 
which they may never become liable under the law of 
libel. 

Several members of the deputation addressed his Lord- 
ship, who said he was quite prepared to agree, in a great 
measure, with what had been urged on the subject of the 
Paper Duty, and no doubt the regulations of the assize 
added to the difficulty in the way of operators in the trade. 
Unfortunately, at the present time, the affairs of the State 
were such that an increased expenditure was rendered 
necessary. If it had been otherwise, and there had been 
an overflowing Exchequer, he should have approved very 
much of a proposition to take off the Duty on Paper. 
It would add very greatly to the difficulties of the 
£1,000,000, which was the amount derived from the Paper 
Government if they had to provide for so large a sum as 
Duty, and he was afraid that for the present year he could 
hold out no hopes to the deputation. He admitted, how- 
ever, that the Paper Duty wa3 a tax which, both in prin- 
ciple and detail, was open to grave objections, and which 
it would be most desirable to repeal. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes 
much with their proper classification. 

All communications must be authenticated by the proper nam 
and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, 
wishing us to read particular paragraphs, to mark the 
passage, by cutting a slit in the paper near it. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain opies. 

Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our 
friends in the country, must be fonoarded as early as 
possible after the occurrence, — otherwise they cannot be 
inserted. It frequently occurs, that letters and papers 
respecting concerts which have taken place early in the 
month, do not reach us till the day of publication. 



kief ©hrontrle of the last JUottth. 



Abingdon. — A classical and popular selection of music 
was given on the 22nd of April, in the Town Hall, for the 
benefit of the Mechanics' Institute. The music was per- 
formed by amateurs of the town, with the aid of profes- 
sional vocal students, under the management of Mr. 
Edward Shepherd. It is satisfactory to learn that the 
funds of the institute will be greatly benefitted by the 
concert. 

Barrow-in-Furness. — The members of the Barrow 
Choral Society gave a concert of vocal music (sacred and 
secular), in the School-room, Barrow, on the 13th of April. 
The society is greatly indebted to the lady members, who 
have come forward most readily in establishing this society, 
which now can be classed amongst the first societies of the 
locality. The accompaniments were well executed by 
Mr. Gallop. 

Birmingham. — The Festival Choral Society performed 
Elijah, for the first time, on the 6th of April, in the Town 
Hall. The principal parts were sung by Mrs. Sunderland, 
Mrs. Hayward, Mr. Miranda, and Mr. Thomas. The 
choruses were admirably given, and the whole performance 
was most creditable to the society. Much praise is due to 
the conductor, Mr. Stockley, for his zeal and energy in 
getting up this oratorio. Mr. Stimpson presided at the 
organ, and the band was led by Mr. Hayward. 

Blyth. — On Good Friday evening, Fawcett's oratorio, 
entitled Paradise, was performed, under the auspices of the 
Blyth Harmonic Society. The chorus, numbering about 80, 
was strengthened by several members of the Tynemouth 
Sacred Harmonic Society. The principal solo singers 
were Misses Green and Redpath, Messrs. Robson, Barker, 
and Hindhaugh. Mr. S. Liddle accompanied on the 
harmonium, Mr. Wood conducted, and Mr. Henderson 
led the band. 

Brinklow (Coventry). — A concert, consisting of glees, 
part-songs, &c, was given here on the 19th of April, 
The principal vocalists were Miss Ashmore and Mr. 
Ashmore. Miss Haynes accompanied on the pianoforte. 

Canterbury. — The Canterbury Catch Club, conducted 
by Mr. Longhurst, concluded its 78th season on the 7th of 
April, when the room was well rilled with members and 
visitors, who evidently enjoyed the excellent concert 
provided for their entertainment. 

Canterbury. — The Canterbury Apollonian Club, under 
the able direction of Messrs. G. Nicholson and Tench 
(Continued on page 243 J 



